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The ability to link to material on websites is one of the fundamental 

aspects of the web. While there are no legal considerations when linking 

to other sites, it is worth bearing in mind the following good practice 

guidelines: 

 
• When linking to a resource available on the web, try to avoid "deep-linking" 

(linking directly to the material). This by-passes the organisation's homepage, 

which often provides a context for the material.  

 

• Ensure that links to external sites open in a new browser window. This makes 

it clear that the student is leaving your course environment to visit another 

site. This reminds the student that they need to use their critical skills as you 

(as course tutor) are no longer responsible for the material they are viewing. 

 

• Be cautious when linking to websites that contain materials that are clearly 

not being re-used legally. For instance, a website that presents the entire 

contents of a recently published book, but is not owned by the author or 

publisher nor has any mention of permission being granted by either party 

should ring some alarm bells.  
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“CCK08 was an open course […] an implicit assumption in the course 

was that participants would be willing or ready to give and receive 

information, knowledge, opinions and ideas; in other words to share 

freely. ‘Openness’ within the Open Source (OS) community is usually 

interpreted similarly: i.e. ‘free’, as in beer; ‘free’ as in liberty, or speech; 

and there is an additional sense of ‘free’ as in transparent, and therefore 

shared. […] The differences in the responses of interview respondents 

suggested that there was no common understanding of openness as a 

characteristic of connectivism.” 

 

‘The Ideals and Reality of Participating in a MOOC’, Jenny Mackness, Sui 

Fai John Mak, Roy Williams. 


